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T to 2100, 
no policy
Source:  MIT Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change 
http://globalchange.mit.edu/resources/gamble/no-policy_F.html
8We buy a 
better wheel if 
we stabilize 
concentrations, 
e.g. at approx 
550 ppmv
Source: MIT Joint Program on the Science and Policy of Global Change
http://globalchange.mit.edu/resources/gamble/policy_F.html
9National Impacts:  United States
•Global Climate Change Impacts in the United States, 
 US government, 2009
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No Int / Limited
Energy Information Administration, US Dept of Energy
(2007 cents per kilowatthour, all sectors average)
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Source: Brown, Southworth, and Sarzynski,
“Shrinking the Carbon Footprint of Metropolitan America”
(Washington: Brookings Institution, 2008). 
Source: Brown, Southworth, and Sarzynski,
“Shrinking the Carbon Footprint of Metropolitan America”
(Washington: Brookings Institution, 2008). 
Source: Brown, Southworth, and Sarzynski,
“Shrinking the Carbon Footprint of Metropolitan America”
(Washington: Brookings Institution, 2008). 
CBO
Regional effects of a hypothetical tax of $20.91 per ton of CO2 based on 
consumption patterns in 2006
Nevada
32
Conclusion
• Climate change could make existing problems 
 worse.
• Energy bills are likely to go up, either because of 
 climate policy (sooner) or because of a hotter 
 climate (later) or both.
• Water likely to be a worsening source of conflict 
 in the southwest.
• Energy and water efficiency could be a cost 
 effective hedge against whatever changes 
 emerge.
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